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Historical recognition constructed under control of multi-layered foreign powers, in
cluding Japan: An anthropological comparison between Taiwan and Micronesia
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This research focused on Taiwan and Micronesia (a League of Nations mandated terri
tory), both of which experienced Japanese colonial rule. Based on the perspectives of local people in thes
e regions, anthropological case studies were carried out on two specific themes. First, we examined how pe
ople with varying degrees of experience encountering “civilization® viewed Japan, and how their awareness
of Japan was transformed. For example, before encountering Japan, the Han Chinese internalized Chinese cul
ture, Taiwanese indigenous people experienced Chinese culture to a limited extent, and the Micronesian peo
ple experienced rule by Western nations. The awareness they had of Japan naturally differ from group to gr
oup according to the degree in which they had been exposed to other civilizations. Secondly, we ascertaine
d the effects that rule by another alien power following Japan®s defeat in World War Il had on the develop
ment of historical awareness and culture among people in these areas.
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