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This study explores various roles and issues of school education in the transformi
ng communities of southern and eastern African countries. We examined the realities of schools and schooli
ng by looking at individual cases with their local contexts particularly from children®s perspectives. It
was found that there are principally eight aspects to be observed and reconsidered: (1) school as protecti
ve space for children, (2) enthusiasm for schooling among children and their parents, (3) critical views o
f parents on education quality, (4) issues of teachers and their particular roles, (5) problems to corpora
I punishment and school bullying, (6) dropping-out of school and barrier to further schooling, (7) gap bet
ween the languages of livelihood and instruction, and (8) negative legacy of conflicts.
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