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We conducted paleontological and geological survey of the Nakali Formation (9.8-9.
9 million years ago), documented the mammal community of this age including several primate species, and r
evealed its paleoenvironment and their ecological adaptations. Mammalian taxa counted 6 orders and more th
an 30 species. The most abundant primate is Microcolobus sp. This species is a small colobine that is comp
arable to the smallest extant colobine in size and was adapted for living in forested environment. The pre
sumed forested (C3) paleoenvironment was also supported from stable carbon isotope study of fossilized ena
mel of herbivorous mammals. This study also revealed that C4 environmental expansion progressed after the
age of the Nakali Formation in East Africa. The geological survey revealed that the Nakali Formation expan
ds southward more widely that our previous expectation.
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