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In this research, we conducted analysis into questions and answers for civil examinations
during the Ming dynasty and scrutiny to the reputation and history of examiners at
provincial civil examinations. Result from this analysis, we found tends to move away from
imitation of model answers to emphasize the self-understanding (zi-de). From that scrutiny,
we clarified the change in the trend to put candidates who stood first on the list of
unsuccessful candidates of metropolitan civil examination (fu-bang ju-ren) in a key position
until the middle of the Ming dynasty, but then, to respect local instructors in schools with a
qualification of successful candidates (jin-shi), in a general tendency request of high quality
for the examiner.
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