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Through written sources concerned with changdao from among the manuscripts of
Dunhuang, this study elucidate changes in Buddhist ritual during the Tang and Five Dynasties periods and
developments in performing arts and literature engendered by these changes. Many important sources such
as procedural manuals employed in ceremonies and rites and records of ritual protocols are extant within
the Dunhuang corpus. In this study, we will conduct a broad examination and analysis of written works in
the Dunhuang corpus that appear to be related to the literature of later dynasties. We believe that
through an analysis of choral works such as Pure Land hymns, written in seven-syllable verse form and
popular from the later half of the 8th century, as well as a series of yuanwen prayers, which featured
parallel prose of an ornamental nature, we can we can clarify the concrete processes associated with the
development of these changdao literary genres seen in the literature of later dynasties.
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