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In order to find out factors which infuence career development of new attorneys,
this project conducted mailed questionnaire surveys twice to the so-called 62nd Cohort of practicing
attorneys who completed judicial traineeship in 2009. The first survey was conducted in January-February
2011, and 621 attorneys returned usable questionnaires, with a response rate of 29.3%. The second survey
was conducted in January-March 2014, and 406 attorneys returned usable questionnaires, with a response
rate of 19.5%. The two surveys were conducted on the condition that individual respondents would not be
identified, so that the second survey was not limited to those who responded to the first survey.
Questionnaires were sent to all the attorneys each time. Therefore, our project is not a longitudinal
study in a strict sense, but repeated cross-sectional surveys. Still, our project was the first effort to
find out above-mentioned factors in Japan, and it should be recognized forits significance.
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