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Patent law pursues the “development” as its objective. In recent years, however, we have seen
many multilateral disputes in which various values—environmental protection, public health,
bioethics and so forth—public policy seeks to achieve have come into conflict with patent law
objectives. Our research project was structured in two phases. In Phase I, we collected and analyzed
information for each topic. Keeping in mind synthesizing our findings in Phase I, we held an
international symposium on patents and bioethics/medicine and a policy discussion on
patent-related issues of environment and development in Phase Il. We made it clear that those
problems should be comprehensively treated as an issue related to patents and non-economic values,
and that policy making process should be made open, flexible and horizontal.
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