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Development of mechanism-based novel medicaments to pain in
advanced cancer
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The present study examined the pain relieving effect of platelet-activating factor (PAF)
antagonists on cancer pain using the femur bone cancer (FBC) model in mice. PAF
antagonists injected intravenously improved pain behaviors in FBC mode. The pain
relieving effects of these antagonists were achieved with low doses and long lasting. The
combination of morphine with PAF antagonists develops marked synergistic potentiation of
the analgesic effect against cancer pain without affecting morphine-induced constipation.
The present results suggest that PAF antagonists in combination with or without opioids
may represent a new strategy for the treatment of persistent cancer pain and the quality of
life of patients.
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