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How Do the Lay Judges in Europe Evaluate their Jury Systems? : on Legitimacy of Citi
zen Participation in Judicial Procedure
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In Western Europe, especially Belgium, we find strong abolitionist attitudes and
opinions toward jury system among professional judges, attorneys, and journalists. Lay judges, on the oth
er hand, come to hold through their experiences in court positive views on citizen participation in judici
al procedure.

The ostensible conflict is consistently comprehensible with a theoretical framework that consists of dis
tinction about legitimacy of institution between (a) primordial legitimacy conferred unconsciously by soci
gt{_and (b) functional legitimacy which is to be often reflected and reviewed by some professions and spec
ialists.
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