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R O (J£30) : Retrospective analysis of 2,024,367 cases of pdmH1N1 was performed using
the national surveillance data from influenza sentinel points in Japan. The male-to-female morbidity

ratios (M/F ratios) in nineteen age groups were estimated as the primary outcome. The M/F ratios for
pdmH1N1 influenza were >.1 in age groups less than 20 years and greater than 80 years (p<0.001); less
than 1 in age groups 20-79 years (p < 0.001). This data suggests that males less than 20 years of age may
be more likely to suffer from pdmH1N1 influenza than females in the same age categories. When the
infection pattern for pdmH1N1was compared with that of seasonal influenza outbreaks between 2000 and
2008, the M/F ratio for pdmH1N1 influenza was higher in ages 3—29 years and lower in ages 4079 years.
Data from the Japanese surveillance system for infectious diseases from 2000 to 2009 were used in the
analysis of seven viral and four bacterial infectious diseases with relatively large impact on the Japanese
community. The male-to-female morbidity (MFM) ratios in different age groups were estimated to
compare incidence rates of symptomatic reported infection between the sexes at different ages. MFM
ratios were less than 1 for five viral infections out of seven in childhood, i.e. male children were more
frequently reported as infected than females with pharyngoconjunctival fever, herpangina,
hand-foot-and-mouth disease, mumps, and varicella. More males were also reported to be infected with
erythema infectiosum and exanthema subitum, but only in children 1 year of age. By contrast, in
adulthood the MFM ratios decreased to less than 1 for all of the viral infections above except varicella, i.e.
adult women were more frequently reported to be infected than men. Sex- and age-related differences in
reported morbidity were also documented for bacterial infections. Reported morbidity for

enterohemorrhagic Escherichia coli infection was higher in adult females and females were reportedly



more infected with mycoplasma pneumonia than males in all age groups up to 70 years.
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