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The role of ADAM17 in squamous cell lung cancer
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Epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR) overexpression and aberrant activation are
frequently identified in non small cell lung carcinoma (NSCLC). Although EGFR-targeted therapies (i.e.: E
GFR-TKIs, and anti-EGFR antibody) are used, the prognosis of NSCLC remains poor. ADAM17 induces activation
of EGFR through EGF-like ligand cleavage. We hypothesized that the inflammatory cytokines and EGF-like li
gands might up-regulate the expression of EGFR via ADAM17, leading to the resistance to EGFR-TKIs in squam
ous cell carcinoma of lung. These findings promisingly indicate additional therapeutic strategies and the
understanding of tumorigenesis for NSCLC.
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