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Advertising art theory - conceptual and institutional research on the creation of th
e Publicity Museum in France in the 1980s
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At the end of the 19th century, "the highly artistic quality” of French posters ha
d come to be deeply appreciated by the public and in academic-critical circles. In 1978, the creation of t
he Poster Museum in France helped contemporary French society solidified this view. In 1982, the change of
name to the Publicity Museum reflected a relative decline in the perception of this "primary" value of po
sters in parallel with the growth of domestic multimedia-publicity industries. From 1981, a new cultural p
olicy led by Jack Lang, Minister for Cultural Affairs of the French socialist Government, led to this reor
ganization of the Poster Museum, with the intention of promoting not only industrial creations, but also c
ultural and artistic fields judged to be of "minor" importance up until then.
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