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In this study | researched the publicness of literature in Germany in the eighteen
th century. In this period the bourgeois public sphere was formed with the development of civil society. L
iterature got public functions and formed the literary public sphere. The publicness of literature had two
characters: openness and sharedness. It was open to the general public and the common interest was shared
with the general public. The literary public sphere was not only the place of rational-critical political
debate and agreement, as Habermas said, but also the place of sympathy and compassion which intends to op

en the private emotions and share them with the general public. Literature as a medium of emotions and fee
lings formed such emotional public spheres.
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