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Comparative study on voice in Sundic languages
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This research project with the voice system of so-called Sundic languages. Majorit
y of languages namely Javanese, Sundanese, Balinese, and Malay, exhibit so-called Indonesian type voice sy
stem, in which the nasal prefix (the reflex of the prefix meN- of Malay) indicates the actor voice and the
unmarked verb with a person marker indicates the undergoer voice. In contrast to those languages, Sumbawa
language and some dialects of Sasak language do not exhibit the system, but the nasal prefix derives an i
ntransitive verb with a meaning of activity, instead. Two hypothesis can be set up for this fact; (i) Sumb
awa and some of the Sasak dialects once have an Indonesian-type voice system, but it collapsed in some poi
nt of the history. (ii) The nasal prefix originally indicates the semantic of activity, and it is retained
in Sumbawa and some Sasak dialects.
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(1) actor voice undergoer voice

(me)N-  Actor voice
Undergoer voice
Actor voice
Undergoer voice

Dia  menjemput saya.
3SG  AV-meet 1SG
‘ He met me.’

Dia  saya=jemput.

3 1SG=meet

“ We met him.’
Actor voice

Undergoer voice

(2) undergoer voice

ka=ku=iném kawa nan
PST=1SG=drink coffee hat
ling aku.

By 1SG
‘1 drank the coffee.’

ya=inoém kawa nan
3=drink coffee that
ling nya=Amen.

by TITLE=Amin

“ Amin drinks the coffee.’

Actor voice

(me)N-
ka=ku=nginém aku.
PST=1SG=drink 1SG

* I drink (something).’

ka=ku=tunong aku.
PST=1SG=sleep 1SG
1 will sleep.’

imperfective
popo
mopo
ta ku=mopo aku.
This 1SG=launder 1 SG

“ 1 am now washing the clothes.’



tau=nyoro
person=N-steal (soro)

tau=ngapan
person=N-chase(apan)
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meng-alir

nambung
ngorta
Artawa (1998: 58-60)
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