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TR OMEEE (330) : Braids in East Asia which dated to from the 6t century to the 18th
century were researched in South Korea, China, Japan and England. In Korea, similar
kind of braids of the Kofun period in Japan was recognized.

Researches in South Korea revealed some of the evidence concerning ancient braiding
techniques in East Asian countries. It was the four-ridge flat braids of the late 5th to early
6th century that had similar characteristics and texture to the ancient armour braids
found in Japan, though it is impossible to clarify their structure. The region where the
braids were found is located in ancient Gaya, the south eastern part of the Korean
Peninsula. They were unearthed in burial mounds. One of the flat braids was seen on
some iron plates of lamellar armour excavated at tomb number 8 at Yeongsandong, Busan.
The other was found at tomb number 44 at Jisandong, Goryeong. In the latter the braid
was found on the reverse side of a gilt bronze cross-shaped strap union. It seems to have
been used to lace together and/or to decorate narrow leather bands used for horse
harnesses, ete.

In addition, it is possible to understand that the braiding techniques seen in the Shosoin
repository were also influenced by China’s Tang dynasty; there are similarities between the
elements of braids as seen in the Stein collection found in cave temples near Dunhuang. It
seems that they used loop-ended flossy silk strands and loop-ended double Z-twisted
strands to make them, though a recent report about these braids mentioned that the
elements are a single strand of 2-ply silk. Then the symmetrical appearance of the latter
reminds me of archaic Japanese braids dated to the Heian period (8th to 12th centuries)
that had been made by connecting two-layered oblique interlaced braids at one edge.

It seems that conventional methods from the Korean Peninsula and newly-arrived methods
from China are intermingled in the Shosoin collection.
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