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Based on the historical materials of several characteristic domains (Hans), this
study intended to clarify the judicial systems and the legal practice of those
professional staffs through the comparison with that of the Tokugawa Shogunate. The
result is as follows:

(1) An outline of the judiciary and the judicial officers’ legal practice in Tsuyama-han
have been clarified.

(2) Based on a number of judicial cases, it has been clarified that the felonious
matters could be settled by Deiri-suji (adversary procedure) instead of Gimmi-suji
(inquisitorial procedure) before Kujikata-osadamegaki established.

(3) By the record of two cases of Megataki-uchi (revenge against wife's enemy, or
adulteress and adulterer) happened in Horeki 3 (1753), the Han officers’ legal practice
for handling such cases has been clarified minutely.

(4) Against the recent view that the suit system in the Edo era suffered from
malfunction and was useless for people, I argued that the suit system were actually
used well, moreover, people’s criticism for the judicial system had significant meaning
in those days.

(5) Studying on parodies of legal documents, it has been realized that the forms of
legal documents has spread widely and become familiar to people, and those parodies
implied the criticism for the rigid and stiffened justice in the latter half of the Edo
period.
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