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In our research, we show the historical significance of ideas about national interest
seen in the middle and late period of the early modern ages. Specifically, we elucidate
how lkegami Yukitoyo, village headman of Daishikawara village in the Kawasaki
territory of Musashi province, endeavored to produce sugarcane domestically,
indicating a shift from feudalistic thought, which traditionally focused on increasing
agricultural productivity of the five main staple crops, to a focus on national interests,

planting sugar cane for the first time.

Kokugaku (Japanese philology) scholars, and the politicians.

We also outline the existence of three groups
forming a network in support of nationalism: the Jitsugaku (pragmatics) scholars, the
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