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WFFE R R OBEEE ($3C) : The objective of the research project is to analyze theoretically and
empirically the influence of the sense of disparity of individuals on economic growth and regional
disparity, together with international comparisons. We had conducted surveys on the determinants of
happiness and life satisfaction in Japan and Singapore, and analyzed the data collected. The empirical
results showed that the non-zero-sum life goals had very different influences on life satisfaction in these
two countries due to different prevailing conditions. Non-zero-sum life goals had large positive
influence on life satisfaction in Singapore. In Japan, on the other hand, the influence of non-zero-sum
life goals on life satisfaction was not significant. This result offers a highly probable reason for the
growing sense of disparity in Japan.
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Happiness oprobit Singapore Japan
Age 0.0340 -0.0134
Health 2. -0.2834 0.2453
3. -0.2724 0.5045
4. 0.0344 0.8422**
5. 0.1336 1.3227***
Family oriented life goals 0.2638*** 0.1811***
Success oriented life goals -0.0420 -0.1344**
Altruism oriented life goals 0.1724** 0.1135*
Support from friends 0.1166* 0.1493***
Trusting neighbors 2. 0.0504 -0.0181
3. 0.1526 -0.0469
4. 0.1497 0.1352
Prob > chi2 0.0000 0.0000
Obs. 503 831
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Life satisfaction oprobit Singapore | Japan
Age -0.0253 -0.0144
Health 2. 0.4326** 0.6841**
3. 0.4247** 0.9857***
4. 0.6240*** 1.1306***
5. 0.5398*** 1.3358***
Family oriented life goals 0.1828** 0.0933
Success oriented life goals -0.2376*** | -0.0673
Altruism oriented life goals 0.1958*** -0.0564
Support from friends 0.1092** 0.1290**
Trusting neighbors 2. 0.5278*** 0.1292
3. 0.3865*** 0.1733
4. 0.4849*** -0.1451
Prob > chi2 0.0000 0.0000
Obs. 566 827
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Opportunity oprobit Singapore | Japan

Age -0.0452* -0.0025

Health 2. -0.1331 -0.0091
3. 0.1193 0.0003
4. 0.1545 0.1345
5. 0.3899** 0.2453

Family oriented life goals 0.0118 0.1214**
Success oriented life goals -0.0282 0.0076
Altruism oriented life goals 0.3062*** 0.1772%**
Support from friends -0.1393** -0.0268
Trusting neighbors 2. -0.0370 0.0449

3. 0.1630 0.0542

4, 0.0983 0.2846
Prob > chi2 0.0000 0.0000
Obs. 554 831
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