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The purpose of this study is to analyse the structural adjustment processes in J
apan from a historical perspective, by making a comparison between the textile, coal mining, shipbuilding
and steel industries, during the 1960s-70s.

By analysing government policies of the period, it is clear that there were serious attempts on the part
of the government to construct a strategﬁ to support the coal mining and textile industries, which had fa
Ilen into structural recession early in the decades. Concerning firms and industrial organisation, through
qguantitative observations and a firm-level analysis of the factors behind the bankruptcies of the coal an
d textile industries during the period, it is apparent that industrial collapse did not occur in a particu
lar period, but was a drawn-out process that lasted over several decades.
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