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Recently “community farming” is attracting more attention as a possible
countermeasure to a constant decrease and aging of active farmers.

This research investigated from a sociological perspective the background and
structure of Japanese system of community farming. We conducted series of field
surveys in several prefectures in Japan, making interviews with both active and
passive farmers.

Among research findings, two organizational features are the most important. One
is that the relationship of community farming is confined within the limits of a village.
The active farmers who engage in entrepreneurialagricultural production are people
who live in the same village. The persons who do not belong to the village are virtually
regarded unqualified to run such business. Moreover, in this system active farmers
gather and cultivate land only within the bound of same village.They never rent lands
which belong to other villages.

Another feature is that the land owners organize a special association which
collectively rent farm land to active farmers. They never rent their land individually.
The decision of the associationis always pursuedwith unanimity. In this regard,
community farming is literally community based farming system.

In addition, all in all, landowners feel a sense of obligation to maintain their land as
whole. It seems that Japanese farmers, regardless of their will of agricultural
production, still view their land as family property inherited from their ancestor.
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