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This study conducts a comparative analysis of policy issues 

related to the Mental Patients’ Custody Act (1900), the Leprosy Prevention Law ( 1907), 

and the Tuberculosis Prevention Law (1919) to clarify the character of measures against 

each of these chronic diseases during the late Meiji period. The results show that the 

Mental Patients' Custody Act emerged from the Meiji government’s intention to establish 

a system to compensate for deficiencies in the Meiji Civil Code through treaty revision 

(i.e., a special law that not only protected property but also human rights). The Leprosy 

Prevention Law, in turn, was enacted to accommodate and quarantine those affected to 

preserve the dignity of a Japanese state that saw itself as a “great power.” Finally, 

the Tuberculosis Prevention Law was enacted on the basis of labor power policies that 

advanced the ideology of “a rich nation and strong army.” 

Such measures to control chronic diseases were of great significance, especially in regard 

to the organization of systems for the rule of law, public hygiene, and military strength. 

Therefore, given that the policy challenges of promoting a new industry as well as a rich 

nation and strong army were also reflected in the measures to combat chronic diseases, 

the Meiji government adopted a three-pronged approach against these three chronic 

diseases: custody, quarantine, and labor. 
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