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Vitalistic causality has been posited as a causal-explanatory framework in the dom
ain of biology.In the present study, the following findings were obtained concerning the development of th
is causality. (1) Elementary school children often generated vitalistic explanations for bodily induced bo
dily reactions, while adults tended to refer to this type of explanations for psychogenic bodily reactions
. (2) Children and adults often referred to vitalistic concepts when explaining the role of psychological
factors of taste experiences on biological processes such as growth and illness. (3) Preschool teachers an
d mothers often offered vitalistic explanations when explaining about illnesses and injuries. (4) Vitalist
ic explanations were also observed among young children®s explanations on hygiene habits. These results su
ggested that preschoolers® awareness of biological processes largely exceeded, both quantitatively and qua
Iitatively, their mothers®™ or preschool teachers® verbal messages.
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