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Social history of consumer society and family education in Weimar Germany
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In this study the relationship between education and family was investigated, wi
th a focus on the family that was forced to change by a consumer society. Family magazines and the early c
hildhood educational magazines in Weimar Era were surveyed.

First, the significance of the family that was discussed in the institutionalization of the early childh
ood education was clarified. The national early childhood education belonged to the welfare system for po
or families. Most families had to educate their young children at their own expense. At that time, the bes
t early childhood education was considered to be one taken on by the family. Second, magazine advertiseme
nts actively portrayed the image of the ideal German family in consumer society. Everyone came to believe
that this life style was able to be realized by the help of the loan system. With the rise of the Nazi Par
ty, magazines published these images of the ideal families more than ever before.
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