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The water and its right of management in Kyoto Basin were regulated by Kamigamo Shrine until
1872. The right of management on Kamo River and its canal for irrigation system also belonged
to the Shrine. The water of garden in Kyoto Imperial Palace was lacked in the dry season and
summer and the section of garden management in the Place often required enough quantity of the
water from the Shrine. After 1872, the right of water management was transferred to the Meiji
Government in Tokyo. However, the farmers in upper area of the canal, who were dominated by
the Shrine before 1872, conducted the water for their irrigation. Kyoto government developed a
new canal whose water source was Lake Biwa (Biwako Canal) to solve the solution on the lack of
the water in Imperial Palace for the fire prevention. This paper discussed the transfer of the right
of the water management and the performance on the use of water on site based on the archives in
Kyoto Prefecture, Kyoto City Bureau and the Agency of Imperial Place. The problems on the lack
of the water in the Place could not be resolved by the water supply of the Biwako Canal. The
irrigation system had the priority to use the water of the canal.
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