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WFFERC IR OMEEE (3£30) : In radar observations of rain from space, the radar receives not
only rain echo but also a strong surface echo. In such a situation, separation between rain
echo and surface echo is essential because the latter can be regarded as a clutter in the rain
observation. This study examines the feasibility of using a high resolution, 30-m gridded,
ASTER GDEM for the separation of rain echo and surface clutter. A simulation using the
height information of ASTER GDEM shows a good agreement with the TRMM radar data
obtained when the radar observing high mountain areas. It is shown that the use of ASTER
GDEM is useful for the separation of rain echo and surface echo. There is a caution,
however: the accuracy of ASTER GDEM becomes very low in certain areas and a care
should be taken when using the data of these areas.
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