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To define the role of human H-ficolin in vivo, we generated a model mouse,
ficolins A/B double-deficient mouse transiently expressing H-ficolin. In the serum,
H-ficolin formed the complexes with serine proteases MASPs and sMAP. H-ficolin
recognized a bacterial strain, Streptococcus pneumonia D39, and led to complement
activation on this bacterium. The susceptibility of this mouse to bacterial infection is in
progress. These results suggest that H-ficolin is involved in first defense against

bacterial infection.
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