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FFERR OB (J£30) : In anterior pituitary gland, 5 types of hormone-producing cells have specific
affinities to other hormone-producing cells. Non-endocrine folliculo-stellate (FS) cells, on the other
hand, have characteristics to change their morphology by extracellular matrix. In this project, we have
developed technique that purifies each type of anterior pituitary cells, and successfully revealed cell-cell
interaction of FS cells and effect of extracellular matrix on other hormone-producing cells. In addition,
we have compared expression profile between purified growth hormone (GH) -producing cells and other
cell types by cDNA array and found that GH producing cells express cell adhesion molecule (Ncam2)
and membrane-type proteoglycans (brevican), which have not been identified in anterior pituitary.
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