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WFZER RO EL (953C) : We have investigated sarcoma—like cells (SCLs) derived from
endarterectomized tissue from chronic thromboembolic pulmonary hypertension (CTEPH). The
characteristic features of SCLs showed that these cells appeared to be pulmonary arterial
intimal sarcoma. Because of the increased expression of mRNAs of matrixmethalloproteinase
(MMPs), anti—tumor effects of MMPs inhibitors (batimastat) were examined. Batimastat
inhibited cell proliferation, invasion, migration, and tube—formation of SCLs. Moreover,
batimastat inhibited the growth of subucutanenous tumor and weight loss of the mice. These
results indicate that MMPs inhibitors seem to be effective against some types of intimal
sarcoma. Previous study suggested that SCLs might include some kinds of hematopoietic

stem cells, but isolation of these cells would be future directions.
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