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Autophagy has been recently identified as a new mechanism to maintain protein
degradation, and lots of efforts have been made to clarify this complicated mechanism.
The mains of this study were to investigate the roles of autophagy in biological behavior
and chemoresistance in pancreatic cancer, and to show the possibility of autophagy for
the application of the treatment of pancreatic cancer. Salinomycin decrease cell
viability in pancreatic cancer cell lines in dose— and time—dependent manner, and also
induced autophagy. Salinomycin decreased expression levels of Akt and mTOR, regulators
of tumor progression, and induced apoptosis. Taken together, autophagy would increase
chemo—-sensitivity and might be applicable for the treatment of pancreatic cancer.
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