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The introduction of cyclosporine (CsA) has improved graft survival, but it causes

nephropathy, which limits its clinical utility. To investigate the clinical applications
of CEPO, we next evaluated the long—term therapeutic effect of CEPO using a CsA—induced
while EPO/CEPO administration

nephropathy model. CsA caused renal dysfunction,

significantly improved renal function. EPO-treatment significantly increased Hb

concentration, while CEPO-treatment neither enhanced nor reduced Hb concentration. These

results suggest a new therapeutic approach using CEPO to protect kidneys from CsA—induced

nephropathy.
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