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The epithelial stem cells that originally have been thought to make glands that secrete saliva and
mucous membranes of the mouth. Here, we suggest that these stem cells also make cells
feeling the taste in the mouth that locate around the tongue, back part of the upper jaw and throat.
We observed that these cells have the very slow rate of cell growth and the expression of
several genes that is known ascharacteristic feature of the stem cells. Further, the cells of the
mucosa of the mouth with such genes was also suggested to play an important role as a stem
cell to make the tooth roots.
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