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The central objective of this research project is to explore the development condi
tion and potential of the Work Integration Social Enterprise (WISE) for supporting the independence of the
socially excluded. The analysis emphasises on the holistic and inclusive approach, which supports the pe
ople who has been facing multi-dimensional problems economically and socially, and in particular focuses o
n the recovering process of the relationships and trust to the others/community. Through the comprehensiv
e research on the Workers® Cooperative movement in Japan, this project aims to establish the theoretical f
oundation for the study of the linkage between social enterprise discourse and community empowerment.
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