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WFZER S OBEE (F53C) : The outcome of this three-year research project on “Loss and Insurance in
American Literature” has been very successful and academically beneficial. During the first research trip
to the United States, I found and purchased several rare historical documents of the history of the
insurance industry in America since the Colonial period. My analysis of those documents and the field
research in the meccas of the insurance business since the Age of Great Discovery—such as
Philadelphia, London, and Florence—reinforced my thesis that the American sensibility in American
insurance business has acquired transoceanic aspects and they are pervasively illustrated in many
monumental works of American literature, which describe many layers of loss and lapse. My further
study also made clear that these transoceanic aspects have been described not only as “transatlantic,”
that is between Europe and the Americas, but also as resulting from “transpacific” imaginations—in the
sixteenth century, Europeans happened to reach the Americas entirely by chance while they were
supposed to be heading for Asia. The subsequent discourses of “Asia/Utopia” in the Age of Great
Discovery have not been fully discussed in American studies, but they are fully present in American
literature. My research findings came to fruition in some parts of my PhD dissertation (2011), two
peer-reviewed articles (2011, 2012), and three oral presentations at literary conferences (2010, 2011,
2012). In addition, I invited renowned literature professors to two public lectures, which I hosted to
introduce the topic of my current research in an open and dialogical way beyond the confines of
academia (2010, 2011).

Furthermore, this three-year-long research also allowed me to come up with a new research hypothesis,
that the reason descriptions of business contracts often carry a theological air in American literature

might be that the idea of such contracts has been blended, together with other social and religious



contracts such as the “Mayflower Pact” and the

of founding ideas of the United States.
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