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The result of the study on the reactive tokens of non—native Japanese speakers
shows that the turn—taking in which the listener has to participate actively is
difficult. That is, in ACTFL-OPI, the fundamental proficiency which separates
the passive intermediate speakers from the active advanced speakers is decided
by the proficiency in speaking through listening, i.e., the pragmatic
competence. From this it follows that the competence of non—native Japanese
speakers in responding, as listeners, after properly speculating on the
intentions of their testers or the context involved can be counted as one index
for assessing the strategy of discourse management.
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