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Focusing on the mountainous region of early modern Awa Domain, this study examines the
structure of occupation and distribution in the mountain villages of early modern Japan.
Working from a local historical perspective, it elucidates three key points: Dthe actual
circumstances of ownership and occupation in mountain villages, @the network of social
relationships that developed in mountain village communities, and @ the distribution
structure that developed around specific commodities produced in mountain villages.
Focusing on the domainal system of mountain forest management and the sub-contracting
system created to manage mountain forests in Awa, this study elucidated the state of re-
source exhaustion in early modern mountain forests. In addition, it demonstrates how
timber and other forest resources were used and how their manner of use changed during
the course of the early modern period. Lastly, through a careful examination of the rela-
tionships that developed between the mountain villages of Awa, on the one hand, and the
castle towns of Tokushima and Osaka, on the other, this study was able to illuminate some

of the diverse characteristics of early modern Awa's mountain villages.
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