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In this study, | take up issue of imperial succession during the Qing Kangxi period (1662-1722), clarify
the background of the problems of why the official naming of the crown prince was executed as in the
earlier Chinese dynasties, characterized by the naming of the crown price by the emperor while still
alive, rather than by the customary means based on Qing tradition (selection of successors through the
consensus of powerful leaders) and why a specific imperial prince gained popularity within the court
after the disinheritance of the crown prince and attempt to elucidate the power structure within the court
during this period.

The traditional consensus system of the Manchurians was rejected in the naming of the crown prince
during the Kangxi period and this is conventionally seen as proof of a display of respect by Kangxi
Emperor for the Chinese Emperors. In actuality, however, there was no change whatsoever from the
installation regime during the early years of the Qing Dynasty as described above. That is, the crown
prince of the Kangxi court was not only backed up by imperial authority but was installed in that
position through the support of the powerful banner princes and clans and, as during the early years of
the Qing Dynasty, their speculations and interests exerted a strong effect on the successor to the emperor.
In that sense, it could probably be said that the power structure of the early Qing Dynasty essentially

continued on until the end of the Kangxi period.
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