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This research aims to investigate the significance of international friendships,
especially xenia and proxenia, in the eastern Mediterranean World from the 5% to 3™
century BC. I have pointed out, first of all, that personal international friendships
were valuable and hereditary as a form of political capital within democratic Athens,
as elsewhere in the Greek world and beyond. Secondly, while personal connections with
foreign states and leaders were theoretically hereditary, they were in practice not
exclusive to a limited number of established political families but open to newcomers.
Athens under democracy had a high degree of social mobility also in this sphere.
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