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WEFER S OMEEE (L) : This project has critically examined ‘medicalization’ of
hikikomori from the perspectives of medical anthropology. This study has revealed how
the ‘medicalization’ of Aikikomori appears to remain limited at the clinical level.
But it has also shown that its ‘medicalization’ indeed appears to be in progress if
we pay attention to how Aikikomori has been incorporated into the Japanese mental health
and welfare systemasa ‘social problem’ that requires various modes of support including
those from medical perspectives, and ways in which the support for Aikikomori and
identities of Aikikomori tojisha (those who see themselves as concerned with the issue)
are intimately linked to mental health care and psychiatry in Japan.
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