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The purpose of this project is to conduct a comparative research on teacher laws under

Neo-Liberal reforms in the U.S. and Japan. Inquiring into teacher law reforms in the U.S, reporter
focused on the clause of “highly qualified teachers” under the federal No Child Left Behind Act
(NCLB) and the requirement of “effective teachers” under the Race to the Top Program (RTTT
Program), as well as on their influence over state statutes relating to public school teachers. Through
the analysis on these matters, reporter clarified that, under the federal education policies, most states
are urged to amend teacher tenure laws and collective bargaining laws so that students' test scores
can be a significant evidence to terminate “ineffective” tenure teachers. Under the competitive based
federal funding and its selection criteria established by the U.S. Department of Education, federal
government strengthen its political influence over the teacher laws which had been within the
authority of each state governments.
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