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Stem cells are tightly linked to their niche or microenvironment,
which regulates their behaviors. The mammalian germline stem cell (GSC) niche is likely
to be located around the vascular-associated regions. However, specialized niche
substructure and their cellular components within the seminiferous tubules have not been
identified. To explore the detailed substructure and cel lular components of the GSC niche,
we 1initiated a comprehensive identification of the genes expressed around the
vascular-associated regions within the seminiferous tubules. Until now, we verified 20
genes preferentially expressed around the vascular-associated regions by in situ
hybridization. We anticipate that characterization of spatio-temporal expression
patterns corresponding to putative stem cells will lead to greater understanding of stem
cell-niche interactions.
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