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WFZERC R OMEEE (33L) : During early Xenopus development, the dorsal-ventral axis is
formed according to Chordin protein gradient secreted from the organizer. We tried to
quantify production rate, diffusion coefficient and degradation rate of Chordin protein
in vivo, which regulate the shape of protein gradient. In the present study, we found
that the Chordin protein was rapidly degraded in the extracellular space and it formed

a positive—feedback loop.
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