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Natural rubber obtained from latex in Hevea brasiliensis has the excellent physical
properties, especially required for tire manufacturing. To meet the continuously increasing
demand for natural rubber, metabolic engineering of H. brasiliensis is required to improve
natural rubber production, achieved by a latex-specific overexpression of genes involved in
the natural rubber biosynthesis. In this study, we have succeeded in discovering of
latex-specific genes and cloning of 5-upstream regions of these latex specific genes.
Furthermore, we also identified several latex-specific transcription factors, expected to
participate in the regulation of the latex-specific gene expression.
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