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To understand the molecular mechanisms of the Epithelial-Mesenchymal Transition (EMT)
by Wnt/ « —catenin signaling pathway, we analyzed the embryonic skin of K5—Cre Catnb©®/*
mice. Expression of Snail, one of the EMT induce factors, was increased in K5-Cre
Catnb®* pice. In addition to the snail, Bone morphogenetic protein (Bmp) signaling
was activated in the mutant mice. Interestingly, double compound mutant mice with BmprIA,
K5-Cre Catnb®® ™ BmprIA™/f'DKO mice, showed the accelerated EMT. These results suggest

that Wnt/ « —catenin signaling may act not only as the EMT-activator but also as the

EMT-repressor through the Bmp signaling.
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