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MR R DOMEE (#30) : The purpose of this study is to investigate the existence and
bioactivity of tumor-associated carbohydrate antigens in Sjogren’s syndrome (SjS).

Saliva was collected by the gum test. Labial salivary gland biopsies were obtained in 20
patients. We found that saliva from SjS patients was subjected to gel filtration on
Sepharose 6B and collected the fractions including mucins, mucins were strongly expressed
In mucous acinar cells and infiltrating mononuclear cells on the labial salivary gland.
Saliva fractions can stimulate the production of TNF-a and PGE: in human peripheral
blood mononuclear cell.

This finding suggests that the mucins exhibiting with abnormal glycosylation may be
in part responsible for salivary glands inflammation, leading to the salivary glands
destruction in the pathogenesis of SjS.
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