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e RO EE  (330) : Human herpesvirus 6 (HHV-6) infection is recognized as a
potentially life-threatening condition affecting hematopoietic stem cell
transplantation recipients due to reactivation of the virus from a latent state. For
example, HHV-6 can cause acute encephalitis in imunocompromised patients. However, HHV-6
is unique among human herpesviruses because of its ability into chromosomes of the host
cells. This entity, termed chromosomally integrated HHV-6 (CIHHV-6), has the potential
to confound the diagnosis of active HHV-6 infection, since chromosomally integrated HHV-6
DNA sequences are inherited through the germline. Therefore, CIHHV-6 should be
distinguishable from acute HHV-6 infection. In all CIHHV-6 cases studied, fluorescence
in situ hybridization showed that HHV-6 DNA colocalized with telomeric regions of one
allele on chromosomes. It is important to exclude CIHHV-6 before concluding that there
is evidence of active HHV-6 infection
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