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This research focused not only on the repatriate from Karafuto (Sakhalin) but also
on the other migrations and the movements for them in three periods.

The first one is the period after the collapse of the Japanese empire (1945-1949).
About 400 thousands Japanese in Sakhalin were repatriated to the homeland, about
450 thousands Soviet citizens migrated to Sakhalin, and about 23 thousands Koreans
and a few of Japanese were remained in Sakhalin.

The second one is the cold war period (1949-1986). The Soviet citizens had become
the political and population majority in Sakhalin. Some of Japanese and Korean had
opportunities to return to Japan and DPRK after the demise of the Stalin regime.

The third one is the period after the perestroika (1986). Korean and Japanese in
Sakhalin revived their unique ethnic identities and established the ethnic
organizations and the movements for return to their homelands.

This research analyzed the process of transfiguration and disorganization of
Colonial Society of Karafuto in the periods above focusing on migrations and
movements with public and private documents, memoirs and interviews in Japan,
ROK and Sakhalin.
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