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An argument-structural study of German infinitive nominalization under the
assumption of an empty category

Kobayashi, Taishi
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This study has investigated the relationship between argument structure
(lexical information about syntactic elements) and the lexical category form through observations of
German infinitive nominalization (IN), which transforms infinitive verbs into nouns, e.g. befragen
"to interview" into das Befragen "the observing.® Based on the patterns of interpretation of
prenominal genitives and INs of causative/inchoative alternating verbs, the following two points
were proposed: [1] INs share the same argument structure as base verbs; [2] the realization of the
argument structure of INs uses an empty element which is traditionally assumed to be the subject of

the verbal infinitive.
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(Semantic Form: SF)
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(Phonological Form) (Grammatic
Feature) 4
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4 PRO
Wir haben eineFirma  damit  beauftragt, PRO das Hauses zu iberwachen.
we have a company with it entrusted, PRO the house.Acc to observe.INF

5
Wir haben eineFirma  mit dem PRO  Uberwachen des Hauses beauftragt.
we have a company withthe PRO observe.in the house.GEN entrusted
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break
He broke the vase. The Vase broke.
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Die Vase zerbrach.
Die Tiir 6ffnete sich.
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1 Zur "verbnahen“ Argumentstruktur von Infinitivnominalisierungen im Deutschen: Unter Beruecksichtigung der
Nominalisierungen von alternierenden Kausativ-/Inchoativverben.
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