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The acquisition of Japanese active particles de by Japanese learners-Korean
speakers and Vietnamese speakers-
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The present study explored the acquisition process of the Japanese case
particle "de" by intermediate-level Japanese language learners. We investigated whether Korean and
Vietnamese learners exhibited the errors observed among Chinese learners of Japanese: (1) misusing "
ni” instead of "de" due to confusion with the destination marker "ni", as in "*Ano kissaten ni kohi

wo nomu" , and (2) errors in distinguishing between "ni” as a destination marker in (1) and as a
location marker in “ *Shokudou ni udon wo tabeta.” Our findings showed that while learners
generally distinguished between “ ni” in (1) and (2), analysis of the case particle choice test did
not reveal the aforementioned confusion-based error (1). Lower-intermediate level learners
exhibited confusion between the use of “ ni” as in (1) and its use as a location marker.
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