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Evaluation of tongue morphology and exploration of related factors in children

Nogami, Yukiko
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Incompetent lip seal is a condition of oral dysfunctional development, which
has been suggested to affect not only the oral region but also the whole body. In this study, we
examine the morphology and protrusion of the tongue in children, as well as the presence or absence
of Incompetent lip seal and tongue habits. In addition, a questionnaire on oral function was used to
explore Incompetent lip seal and its associated factors along with information on the tongue. Eight
passages were classified according to tongue morphology. The number of children suspected of having
Incompetent lip seal at the time of the 2014 survey before the coronary disaster was 30.7%, while
at the time of the present survey, 38.5%, a significant increase after the coronary disaster.
Analysis of factors associated with Incompetent lip seal using rank correlation revealed an increase
in the number of items related to diet.
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