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The purpose of the present study is to analyze the socio-political meaning
of donation through a critical reading of Books 13 and 14 of the ancient Indian epic Mahabharata (BC
2C~AD4C). I have demonstrated that the original intention of the discussions found in Book 14 lies

in showing priests” superiority over kings, and in promoting the ideology that kings should donate
their wealth to priests to maintain the religious hierarchy in which kings rule their subjects under
supervision of priests. Book 14 further promotes donation to kings as a practice of self-control
over their greed.

Book 13 has been understood as a continuation of the discussions found in its preceding Book 12 in
previous studies, but I have demonstrated that discussions found in Book 13 echo with those on the
superiority of priests over kings and donation as self-control in Book 14.
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